D E GL AR ATT 


OF T HOS E 


Rights of the Commonalty of Great Britain, 


Without which they cannot be FREE. 


IT IS DECLARED, 


F IRST, That the Government of this Realm, and the making of Laws for the ſame, ought 


to be lodged in the Hands of King, Lords of Parliament, and Repreſentatives of the Hole 
Body of the Freemen of this Realm. 


StcondLy, That every Man of the Commonalty (excepting Infants, inſane Perſons, and Cri- 


minals) is, of common Right, and by the Laws of God, @ Freeman, and entitled to the full 
Enjoyment of Liberty. | 


Tgigply, That Liberty, or Freedom, conſiſts in having an actual Share in the Appointing of 
thoſe who frame the Laws, and who are to be the Guardians of every Man's Life, Property, and 
Peace: For the all ef one Man 1s as dear to him as the all of another; and the poor Man has an 
equal Right, but more Need, to have Repreſentatives in the Legiſlature than the rich One. 


| FovrTaLy, That they who have no Voice nor Vote in the Electing of Repreſentatives do not 
enjoy Liberty, but are abſolutely enſſaved to thoſe who have Votes, and to their Repreſentatives : 
For to be enſlaved, is to have Governors whom other Men have ſet over us, and to be ſubject to 


Laws made by the Repreſentatives of Others, without having had Repreſentatives of our own to 
give Conſent in our Behalf. oc | 


FirTHLY, That à very great Majority of the Commonalty of this Realm are denied the Pri- 
vilege of voting for Repreſentatives in Parliament; and conſequently they are enſlaved to a ſmall 
Number, who do now enjoy this Privilege excluſively to themſelves; but who, it may be pre- 
ſumed, are far from wiſhing to continue in the excluſive Poſſeſſion of a Privilege, by which their 
Fellow-ſubjeQs are deprived of common Right, of Juſtice, of Liberty; and which, if not com- 


MINER 5 all, muſt ſpeedily cauſe the certain Overthrow of our happy Conſtitution, and enſlave 
us all, And, 8 _ 


SIXTHLY and LasTLyY, We alſo ſay and do aſſert, that it is the Right of the Commonalty of 
this Realm to elect a yew Houſe of Commons Once in every Year, according to ancient and 
ſacred Laws of the Land: Becauſe, whenever a Parliament continues in Being for a longer Term, 
very great Numbers of the Commonalty, who have arrived at the Years of Manhood ſince the 
laſt Election, and therefore have a Right to be actually repreſented in the Houſe of Commons, 
are then «juſtly deprived of that Right. At the ſame Time the Cauſe of Virtue ſuffers through 
the Diſſipation and Extravagance of the riſing Generation, whom the Enjoyment of the annual 
and univerſal Right of Suffrage would recall trom unworthy Pleaſures, and animate to the full 
Exertion of every generous and patriotic Principle which can ornament the Mind of Man. 


When the above Declaration is compared with the preſent long Parliaments, and unequal Re- 
preſentation of the People, which have brought this Kmgdom to the Brink of Ruin; every 
true Friend to his Country is folemnly called upon to uſe his utmoſt Endeavours for the Reſto- 
ration of Annual Parliaments, and that Right of Voting which God and the Conſtitution have 
given him. In his hearty Labours to obtain theſe civil and juſt Rights, let every one practiſe 
that Chriſtian Rule, to do unto others as we would they ſhould do unto us. Then will that 


bleſſed /Era come, when every Man ſhall be free and happy under his Vine, on Earth Peace, 
and conſequently Glory to God in the Higheſt. | 


ge A REAL FRIEND TO THE PEOPLE. 


